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Two or more institutions submit tapes with the same volume-serial
numbe r simultaneously.

We experience this problem as a result of one institution submitting
two tapes, each pertaining to a different award year, or when two or
more institutions submitting tapes with identical volume-serial
numbers. Five institutions currently use the same .volume-serial
number (111111) to identify their tapes in each of their
submissions throughout the year. Other commonly used volume-serials
include 000000, PELLTP, and the calendar date on which the tape
was created, such as 041588, At the Department's computer facility,
each tape on-site must have a unique volume-serial. Therefore, when
we receive submissions simultaneously from two or more of these
schools, all but the first submission received experience some delay
in processing.

We recommend that, within the constraints of your computer operation,
you utilize a number that is both identifiable with your institution
and the award year of the data on the tape. Some institutions use a
combination of their institution's initials and a sequential number,
such as MNU901 where "9" indicates the ending year of the 1988-39
award year and "01" is the sequential tape submission for the award
year. Another suggested numbering system is the use of an award year
indicator with the Pell Institution Number, such as 918888, The "9"
indicates the ending year of the 1988-89 award year and "18888" is
the Pell Institution Number of the institution submitting the tape.

Institution submits a tape with inconsistent external/internal
volume-serial number and/or data set name.

To process standard labeled tapes, we access the data using the
volume-serial number and data set name cited on the external tape
label and on the RDE Transmittal Form. This information should
always be identical in both places. Our processing of your tape
STOPS if either or both of these two items in the internal label do
not match. We must then determine what the internal label
volume-serial number and data set name are in order to access the
data on the tape and must utilize by-pass label access methods, which
can permit another tape to be processed as yours.

NOTE: The proper data set name is CDS.YR9.RDESAR.Vnnnnn for the
1988-89 award year, where nimnn equals the last five digits
of your Pell Institution Number. DO HOT deviate from this
format. This identifies both the award year and your school
as the originator..
